
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sefton Council 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 

   PRESFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 

 

 

 

Date Ratified 26 February 2019 

Date for review: February 2020 

Signed: Mark Purcell 

        Chair of Governors 



 
Title Special Educational Needs (SEN) Policy 

Date of issue 11.11.2018 

Latest revision 11.9.2017 

SENCO L Elston 

Headteacher Mr Tony Fay 

Consultation Governers 

 
Introduction 
 
The policy is created in line with the requirements set out in part 3 of the 
Children and Families Act (2014) and associated regulations.  The policy is 
fully compliant with the Special Educational Needs (SEN) code of practice: 
for 0-25 (June 2014). 
 
Young people identified as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) have 
the same common needs and the same rights as other students at the same 
stage of development.  All young people have an entitlement to an 
appropriate curriculum. It naturally follows that they are also entitled to 
teaching and learning strategies that maximise the achievement and 
prevent failure by removing barriers to learning which provide a wide 
range of learning challenges. 
What is good for special needs is good for everyone. 
 
Presfield is a mixed, day school catering for the needs of children aged 11-
19. The school is a specialist school for pupils with ASC.  There 
are  currently 96 students in the school and Sixth Form.  All students 
attending Presfield will have an Education, Health Care plan (EHCP) with a 
diagnosis of Autism. Most pupils have attended mainstream schools prior 
to their admission to Presfield, possibly within a specialist unit. 
 
Our Vision for Special Educational Needs 
 
It is our aim that every student: 
 

Is fully included in school life, regardless of special educational needs, 
disabilities or any other factor that may affect their ability to feel fully 
integrated into the school. 
Is a successful learner at a pace appropriate to their abilities and 
development. 



Has their strengths recognised and valued and their areas for 
improvement supported, whether they are social, behavioural physical, 
medical, emotional or academic. 
Will be supported by staff, parents and outside agencies to promote 
individual and group success and achievement. 

 
Definition of Special Educational Needs 
 
The terms SEN and SEND and often used interchangeably and stand for 
Special Educational Needs and Disability.  
 
“A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty calls for special educational 
provision, that is provision that is different from or additional to that 
normally available to pupils of the same age.”  
The New Code of Practice - SEND 0-25. 
 
This means providing help that goes beyond the differentiated approaches 
and learning arrangements normally provided as part of high quality, 
personalised teaching. 
Students will have needs or requirements which will fall into at least one of 
these areas. 
Many students will have interrelated needs. 

● Communication and Interaction 
● Behaviour, emotional or social development 
● Cognition and Learning 
● Sensory or physical 

 
Our Principles of Inclusion 
 
Inclusion is about engendering a sense of community and belonging. We 
will achieve this by creating: 
 
● An inclusive ethos 
● A broad and balanced curriculum for all students 
● Systems for early identification of barriers to learning and     

      Participation.       
● High expectations and suitable targets for students including the   

      setting of suitable learning challenges. 
● Systems for responding to students’ diverse needs 

● Subject teaching that is flexible thus recognising the needs of all 
students as individuals and ensuring progression, relevance and 
differentiation.  



● Curriculum content and the speed of lesson presentation will reflect 
the needs of students 

 
 
The school will seek appropriate support as necessary to ensure that 
individual needs are met. Some or all of the following information will be 
used to assess students with SEN in order to discover their barriers to 
learning and plan suitable provision: 
 
● Comments from students and parents 
● Student interview or self assessments 
● Evidence from teacher assessment and observation 
● Performance against level descriptions within the national curriculum 

(NC) at the end of a key stage. 
● Progress against National Literacy and Numeracy strategies objectives 
● Standardised screening and assessment tools 
● Observation by SEN link or Educational psychologist 
● Standard assessments 
● Curriculum area tests 
● Sensory diet 
● EHCP’s 
 

 
Teachers should set high expectations for every pupil and aim to teach 
them the full curriculum, whatever their prior attainment. 
 
“At the heart of the work of any secondary school is a continuous cycle of 
planning, teaching and assessing - which takes into account the wide range 
of abilities, aptitudes and interests of children. The majority of children will 
learn and progress with these arrangements. Those children whose overall 
attainments or attainments in specific areas fall significantly outside the 
expected range may have Special Educational Needs” (New Code 2014) 
 
Expected progress 
 
The majority of students will make expected progress in our setting. 
Expected progress is progress which: 
 
● Closes the attainment gap between students and peers 
● Prevents the attainment gap getting wider 
● Is similar to that of peers but less than the majority 
● Matches or better’s previous rates of progress 
● Ensures access to the whole curriculum 



● Demonstrates an improvement in social development or behaviour 
 
Presfield High School monitors the standard of attainment and 
achievement of individual students through: 
 
● Evidence from Teacher observation and marking of work and  

      Homework if appropriate        
● Assessment records of Reading Age 
● KS2 results  
● Internal assessment tasks and exams  
● Data collections (collected and shared at least 3 times a year)  
● Regular reviews of Progress data  
● AET progress 
● Information gathered for Annual Reviews 
● End of year teacher assessment   
 
If a child is not making progress the possibility that they have further 
special education needs will be explored. If the school decides that it would 
be helpful, an individual support plan will be put in place.  
 
 
Graduated response 
 
This is a four-step process:  
 
Assess Explore the situation, including discussing the situation with the 
parents or carers.  
Plan Create a support plan. The plan may have various practitioners 
allocated to different elements, however there will be one person who has 
overall responsibility. The plan will be discussed with parents or carers.  
Do Follow the plan. The plan will be updated with progress and other 
comments, which can be used during the review phase.  
Review The plan will be reviewed at least once a term.  
During the review, the plan may be amended to ensure improved 
outcomes. 
 
Admission Arrangements 
 
Parents are welcome to visit Presfield at any time prior to their child’s 
admission, and a full transition programme for pupils is set up at the end of 
each summer term.  Further details on the process for admission can be 
found in the Admissions Procedure. 
 



Curriculum 
 
The school aims to provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum, 
which is individually tailored dependent on need.  All areas of the National 
Curriculum are covered with considerable emphasis on the development of 
literacy, numeracy, communication and social skills.  In addition to the 
standard curriculum pupils also access a Life Skills curriculum which 
addresses aspects of social awareness they may need to develop. Pupils 
have specific lessons addressing the Triad of Impairments through 
Personal Safety, Feelings and Social Communication sessions and allows 
pupils to explore what it means to have a diagnosis of ASC 
Pupils are also supported with community access, to experience real life 
contexts and apply what they have learned, this helps prepare them for 
later life 
 
Further details on the curriculum offered can be found in the Curriculum 
Policy. 
 
 
EHCP Annual Review Arrangements 
 
A review of each pupil’s individual needs takes place at least 
annually.  Prior to the meeting, a report is produced, with contributions 
from all teachers, parents, the pupil and other relevant professionals.   
 
The meeting itself brings together all those concerned with the pupil’s 
development in order to:  

● Monitor progress 
● Celebrate achievement 
● Identify any particular barriers to learning and strategies to 

overcome these. 
● Determine the appropriateness of the Statement 
● Identify targets for the coming year 

 
From year 9, planning is put in place for when the pupil leaves statutory 
schooling.  Therefore, the Connexions Adviser and the Transitions worker 
are also invited.  Following the meeting, a Transition Plan is drawn up 
which details the needs of the individual and the level of support that 
should be provided. 
 
 
 
 
 



SEND training for staff  
 
Whole staff SEND training and medical needs training is met through INSET 
(In-service training).  
Team Teach Training is delivered annually to all staff and continuous 
professional development (CPD) is encouraged with access to a range of 
SEND specific Skills Network courses.  
 
 
School and College Links 
 
We have positive links with both mainstream and special schools. 
Integration links with mainstream high schools are limited but we are 
working together in order to facilitate curriculum development, moderate 
coursework via regular curriculum specific LINCs Meetings etc.   
Links with other special schools are often through shared events such as 
sporting events, theatre group presentations etc.     
We have excellent links with Southport College, and all Key Stage 4 
students attend Southport College supported by school staff.   
 
 
Work Experience 
 
Year 11 and Sixth form students participate in a work experience 
placement supported by Familiar TA’s.  Most students in year 14 complete 
an extended work experience placement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


